Pending approval at the February 2025 meeting
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Monthly Meeting Minutes
Date: January 23, 2025
Call to order:
Melanie MacDonald called meeting to order at 7:00pm
Attendees:
	Jamie Khory
	Melanie MacDonald
	Simmie Pandher
	Rita Chhokar

	Jennifer Burrell
	Kay Rittenbach
	Julie Dort
	Teresa Ko Skimaki

	Kelly Duek
	Maria Schmid
	Georgia Seort
	Angela Parsons

	Heather Elliott
	Elizabeth Carey
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Review of Action Items & Approval of minutes from the November 21, 2024 meeting: 

Action Items: 
Action Item:  Parking Lot – Mel to look into sourcing a sign to put in front of the north parking lot
Action Item: Melanie to ask Alanna about previous naturalization plans
Minutes approved as distributed.	
Principal’s Report (See Appendix A)
· Staffing Update:  Updates for Access including teacher and EA mainly for student with vision disability and an EA for Kindergarten class
· Calendar for 2025-2026 is on CBE website
· Lottery is currently open until the Tuesday before Teachers Convention
· Lottery will be drawn by Steve with representatives from the parent community and Riverside staff
· Social Emotional Learning Team had their second meeting Jan 21 and is led by Matt Sticksl to determine what Social Emotional Learning should look like at Riverside
· Parents need to be sure to sign up for “commercial emails” on Powerschool to receive emails for things like the Ski Trip
· Funding request coming in for Room 200 furniture selected and designed by students, for student collaboration, clubs and a meeting space
· Report cards out on Monday
Funding Requests

· $1000 – Parent Society Board voted via email in December to provide grocery cards to families over the holidays.  Melanie motioned to approve, Jamie seconded.  Four in favour, one opposed.   
· $25 for reimbursement to Melanie McDonald for lights for school dance .
· $1000 for the Science Olympics on February 12 .
· $19,000 for Room 200 furniture.
· CBE gives Council $1000 for a parent course and will get a Parenting with Consequences on April 3 - $700 to Parenting with Consequences session.
· $1500 for the Winter Pruning by moving $1000 from Naturalization area for cistern to Winter Pruning.
New Business
· Naturalization area review
· $2500 for naturalization area to clean up existing space, prune, add mulch and identify what is already in place
· Action Item: Melanie to ask Alanna about previous naturalization plans
·  Action Item:  Parking Lot – Mel to look into sourcing a sign to put in front of the north parking lot

Adjournment
Melanie motioned to adjourn at 7:48 pm
Minutes submitted by:  Jamie Khory
Next meeting: February 20, 2025 at 7:00pm	

Riverside School  |  Administration Report – January 23, 2025

Staffing Updates: Amelia Pierson (ACCESS teacher) is away on leave and expected to return March 4.  Kat Han, who is familiar with Riverside and ACCESS is covering her absence.  Alcira Santos has joined ACCESS as an additional EA to support a new student with a vision disability.  Mackenzie Morrison has joined Kindergarten in support of a student with significant learning needs.  The cost is shared between CBE and Riverside (2/3 – 1/3).
Lottery/Registration 2025/26: CBE has shared the instructional calendar for the 2025-26 school year.  It can ne found on the CBE website.  Registration began Monday, January 13 and will continue until the Tuesday before Teachers Convention at noon.  Lottery is drawn the following day and results are shared within 10 business days; at the moment registration numbers are tracking similarly though slightly higher than last year.  
SEL Team Update: the meeting which concluded immediately prior to this one was our parent working group for the Riverside Social Emotional Learning (SEL) team.  There is great work here to establish a vision for this important work that is common for al members of our community, and also to gather data on what is and what is not working in our school.  Matt Sticksl is leading this group and I am grateful for his partnership on this team.  
School Messenger / Commercial Messages / CASL: any School Messenger notice that primarily involves us seeking payment for items must be identified as “Commercial”; the overwhelming majority of Riverside families have not opted-in to this (must be opt in due to CASL Regulations); this has led to many families trip missing the notice about upcoming events including the recent ski/snowboard trip despite more than adequate communication from the school; it is easy to opt in but action must be taken.  Would appreciate this action being shared via our informal networks and will also be asking teachers to send via weekly messages.  This could also be a contributing factor with respect to our continued difficulty to receive payment for field study fees.
Room 200 Capital Project: during the school year, I have been working with our Library Assistant, Meridith Dixon, to update this underused space.  Changes have been made and noticed by our students: the new windows and blinds, the fresh paint on the walls, and the removal of “junk” from the space.  Our next step is to order furniture to make this space more student focused.  Once complete, this space will be used for small group work, as a collaboration space for all students, as a space for student groups and clubs to use during and after the school day, and for students to use at lunch time as desired.  Seeking $19,000 to purchase furniture that will see the vision of some of our grade 6 and 8 students become a reality.  
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